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ANCESTORS AND DESCENDANTS
OF CONSIDER ALFORD AND HIS
WIFE LUCY FITCH KENNEDY - A
SAGA OF THEIR LIVES AND TIMES
IN OLD ENGLAND AND COLONIAL
AMERICA—pages 39-51

Most fam:ly uaes have been traced now

and none, so far, have revealed the
name ‘Madison’. Two years after
Edwin’s birth, James Madison became
the fourth President of the Unitéd
States. This even may have coincided
with his baptism, and perhaps that is

why the middle name was chosen.”

Bedlow street, once the Alford s homie,
also chmged :tsgxmne 0 Madlson

When ﬂae ifords made mexrnext
move to 51 Bowery Lane in: 1821,
Consider was 43 years of age. Ed,wm
his second son, was just 14 years old.

51 Bowery Lane, meynewbmncof the .

Alfords, is referred 10 in the city
records as one of three collages
opposite the Bull's Head Tavern. This
location was the vl‘.ry heart of the
Bowery, in its ptime years, before the
onrush of immigrants who came at the
rate-of two thousand a week, and

| changed the whole tone of the commu-
nity. S!eve " dy’s Saloon and his
famous song, “The Bowery were sull
years in the future. .

In 1325 ﬂleAll'ords made their last
move in the Bowery to 113 Pump
Street, la;er known as Canal Street.
Their oldest son, F%nck

[AAFA is missing pages 42—-47]

Edwin Madison Alford’s boyhoo}}«“ ,
ended with his marriage on December
21, 1826, to Ann‘Maria, daughter of
Enoch and Margaret Vail Honeywell of
New York and Baltimore, Maryland.

‘New York City. Ed

- Fitch &enncdy

; siwnsf Streels on-Grand. The lease

The Long Island Slar a popular
newspaper of the time, carried a very
brief notice of their marriage. .

The first home of the young bride and
groom was 11 Sheriff Street. Later, in
1842, they mowed a few blocks east to
14 Cannon Su'eet. Both homes were
located on the far east side of Manhat-
tan Island. They remained at this

address until 3873 when l.héy retired in
‘I Brooklyn, New York, for the lastsix

years of their lives.

“The firm of Kennedy & Alford was

located at 505-514-550 Grand Sureet,
1 Alford was the
ceusm,:,

junior partner, His.
Thomas Kennedy, had

inherited the business: from his father,
Thomas Kennedy, St., brother of Lucy
is firm was, no
doult, a continuation or outgrowth of

| the:Kennedy store in Windham, -

ecticut, staned by Isaac Kennedy,

gmad!aﬂmef the two young men. The

firm dealt in floor tiles, paints and art
supplies, and probably wall paper
whwh the Windham firm ﬁad femured

I was forlunale to obtain from thc
Reglsler s office in New York. Clly.
copy of the indenture made on the 25th

7| day:of:Nevember 1828, by Thomas

Ketmmyjand Edwin Alfm‘d for the
lcase they iook on the pmpeny,

w;de, locateé belween Wlllml and

payments for the reat Qf this bi;ﬁdmg
wag $150.00 a year. The deal was
made with Marinus Willet, Esq., of

New: kaCuy, The deed for this
, s;mplc uansacﬂ@a.l&as three pages long

with sixty lines to ‘each page. It was
written in small, weli formed script.

Both partners of the firm made their

homes around the comer on Cannon
Street. Between the two famnlnes there
were fourteen children, eleven of whom
were boys

In 1865 the firm ofR G. Dun and
Company, later known asDun & -
Bradstreet, publxshed their mercanule
standing and credit ratmgs for New
York City’ busmess firms. Kennedy &
Alford was listed under the title of
‘painters’, and had a capntal invested in
their company of less than'$2, 000 00.
Their credit rating was listed as 3172
When interpreted this meant *fair”.
With this small investment both
partners managed to live welf accord-

| ing to farily tradition. Thé fact that _

they always listed themselves as
‘painters’ indicated that they took
commissions (0 paint portraits and
other picturcs as they did when they
painted the murals for the Crystal
Palace in New York City. It is interest-
ing to note that just below them on'the
Dun & Bradstreet record was listed,
‘Thomas Kennedy & Company®, -
business—Ilocks, Rating A-1. Their
capital was over $1,000,000.00. There
is some possibility that the Thomas - -
Kennedy of this firm could have bien
the oldest son of Thomas Kennedy of
Kennedy & Alford. . ,

Today, Sheriff, Cannon and the five
hundred block of Grand Street, where
my anceslor spent most-of his adult life,
is now occupied by two-enormous
housirig projects known as Hillman
Houses. There would be absolutely no
reason 1o return with nostaligia:to see
where the Alfords and Kennedys lived
and worked in the ninetecath century.
Time has wiped out: every mark they
may havc tried to leave. ‘& ;




