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By Executive DiR.ett.Jr Gil Alford,
 
grandson orJcptba
 

Jcptha Manln Alford, son ofJohn 
seaborn and Margaret (BRUMFIE.t...D) 
Alford [see"John Seaborn Alford, 
1801-1891." p. 11. MFA ACTION. 
June 1992]. was d'le youngest of 17 
children, born July 22. 1862 on a farm in 
lhe Second Ward. Washington Parish. 
Loui$iana.1he generaJ area in which he 
lived hiscntire life. He died May 26, 
1948 at Mt. Hennon. WashingtOn Parish, 
Louisiana. and is buried in the Alford 
Cernc&ery on his farm ncar ML Hermon. 
Louisiana. 

Jepcha was married twice. He married 
first Fannie Ophelia PURVIS September 
18. 1886. She was born about 0CWber 
1869 and &he died March 9. 1896. He 
married I...aura Jane WARNER May 12, 
1891 in Washington. Parish. Louisiana. 
t.aura. the daughter ofDaniel Cornelius 
and Laura DrociIJa (Holmes) Warner. 
was born March 8. 1811 and she died 
Mardl29.1939. Both wives are buried 
in the small family cemetery with Jeplha. 

The following is from a newspaper
 
article printed when Jep was 78, about
 
1940:
 

ARDENT LONG SUPPOR1CR 
WANTS ADMINISTRAnON TO 
WIN 

Jcp M. Alford. life-long resident of 
Washinglon Parish and one if its 
notable elder citizens. is an ardent 
follower ofGovernor Earl K. Long. 
and is actively suponing him in the 
Second PrimW'y CO be hcld February 
20th. Reamdy Mr. Alford spetll 

several days in Baton Rouge. and 
while there, was a visitor at the 
Govcmor's Mansion. Later. Mr. 
Alford went 10 New Orleans and 
at1Cndcd the I.oog meeting held lhcre 
prior to the First Primary. Mr. Alford 
suppo1"IOO Huey P. Long every time he 

--------_.-- ­

ran for offICe. and has been a Joyal 
administrationist ever since. He is 
siooere in his belief that the only way 
in which the masses of the people of 
the state can continue to receive the 
benefits made posible by Huey P. 
Long is co contnue the present 
governor in offICe and he is fighting to 
d:I81end. 

His obimary follows: 

Probably THE ERA-LEADER 
Franklinton. LA-Thurs.. 3 June 1948 

Jep M. Alford of the ML Hennon­
Bogue Chino Community died at his 
home May 26, 1948, after baving been 
confined to his bed for several weeks. 
He was almost 86 years old age at the 
time of his death. 

Mr. Alford lived his entile life in 
his immediate community, baving 
been born within JOOyards of the 
home in which he died. 

Funeral services were conducted 
ThUl'Sdayby Rev. C.O. Stegal and 
interment folJowed in the family 
cemetery located neat the horne. 

Mr. Alford was a member of the 
Bogue Chitto Baptist Church and had 
always been an active member until 

age psevenrt.d making a total of 12. 
(That is the way it was printed. 
Apparently they left out a line in 
typeSeUing. The "12" undoubtedly 
reCess to his chiJdren.J Those surviving 
ale: Mr$. Gene Dillon and Mrs. Edgar 
Smith of Mt. Hermon; Mrs. Kenzie 
Penton. Franklinton; Mrs. Dan [sic­
shoud be Don] Shaeffer, Gonzales. 
Louisiana; Mrs. D.B. Fortenbetry, 
New Orleans. Louisiana; AJom:o. 
BanIOn and Iddo ofML Hennon; G.K. 
ofGonzales. La.; and L.W. of 
Walterboro, South Carolina. 

There are 32 grand children and 36 
gr~ grandchildren. 

Children of Jeptha and 
Fannie (Purvis) Alford: 

i.	 Wiley Banton Alford. born July 10, 
1886 in WashingtOn Parish. LA, 
died Febmaly 23, 1976. He married 
Emma R. M1ll.ER September 3. 
1905 in Washington Parish. who 
was born August 8. 1885 Snd died 
March 3. 1971. Both are buried 
Bogue Chiao Cemefay. [Their 
obituaries are in this issue.) 

(Contin~ on p. 40) 

JeplM MOTtin Alford and hisfust wife. Fannie Ophelia Purvis 



Page38 AAFA ACTION Marctl1993 

RIGHT: JeptM Martin Alford and his first 
wife F(11J1Iie Purvis with children, Srarn:l1ng 

are Banton (l) and LeodA (r); seated in 
front is Nola and on Jep's lap is Alonzo, 

This pi.cuture was taken about 18941 

BEWW: During his married life Jeplha 
Jived in three houses. This is the second. 
which burned about 1923. 

BELOW: Jeprha Mar/ill Alford. about /920. 

ABOVE: Jeptha's thirdandfinal house, which burned after 
his death. Lora Wayne Penton is on stool in front. 
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ABOVE: Jepiha Martin Alfordand his second wife lAura Jane Warner 
with children. Standing left to right: Let;xia. Bq'!ton and Nola; seated on 
lAura's lop is Iddo and leaning on lep's leg is Alonzo. Taken aboUI1897. 

ABOVE: Lora W Alford, about 1925. 

ABOVE: Gilbert K. Alford Sr., about 1925. 

LEFT: Wiley Banlon Alford, about 1910. 



(Jeptha Alford. cO!fl./rom p. 37) 

it	 Frankie Leoda Alford, born Man:h 
9.1888 in WashingtDn Parish, LA, 
died.Novcmbcl'l,1971 (see 
"Obinaarics= Childrm of Jeptha 
Alford &. Their S~," p. 43, 
MFAACfJON.December 1992]. 
She married: (1) William Van 
SMl'l'H September 2.1~ in 
Washington Parish, who was born 
July 28, 1880 in Walthall County. 
Mississippi and died there Novem­
ber 15. 1932; and (2) Gene Dillon. 

iii.	 Nola Alfotd. born OclObet 2, 1889 
in Washingwn Parish. LA. died 
March 10, 1952, married Edgar W. 
SMITH June 11.1905 in Washing­
ton Parish. He was bam March 26­
1879 in WashioglOO Parish and died 
there May 2A.1953 t~ "Obituar­
ies: Children ofJeptha Al(ord &. 
Their Spouses." p. 43, AMA 
AenON. December 1992 (or both 
Nota and Edgar]. 

iv.	 AlonzoSeabom Alford, born July 
10, 1891 in Washing10n Parish, LA, 
died May 16. 1964 in Wmhingum 
Parish, LA, married Florence 
MORRIS October 2A. 1909. She 
was bomScpl£mbet4.1891 in 
Washington Parish and died there 
March 8. 1956 (soc "Obituaries: 
Olildrcn ofJeptha,Alford &. Their 
Spouses," P. 43.AAFA ItCflON, 
December 1992 for both Alonzo 
and F1orcnc.c]. Alonzo was a farmer 
and school bus owncrjdriver. 

v.	 lnfantbomanddiodAugust 14,1893. 

vi.	 Iddo Lampton Alford. bom August 
25, 1895 in Washin8'OO Parish. LA, 
died May 9. 1900 [see "Obituaries: 
Children ofJcplha Alford eft Their 
Spouscs,"p. 43. MFA ACfION. 
Oa;ernbcr 1992). He married SUa 
MOWS Dccembcr24, 1916 in 
Washingwn Parish, who was born 
October 24. 1899 in Washington 
Parish and died there April 20. 1983 
(see obituary this issue]. Both are 
buried in Bogue Chiuo Ccmclety • 
Iddo was a scbool bus operator. 

Children of Jeptha and
 
Laura (Warner) Alford:
 

vii.	 Roxie UdineJUdene A1ford. born 
August 30. 1900 in WashingtOn 
Parish, died there March 13. 1956 
[see "Obituaries: Children of Jeptha 
Alford eft Their Spouses," p. 43, 
AMAACTION. December 1992). 
She married Martin Kenzie 
PENTON Ocmber 2A. 1923 in 
Washingtpn Parish. He was born 
December 29, 1895 in Tangipahoa 
Parish and died October 15, 1970 in 
WashingtOn Parish [see his obituary 
this issue). 

.viii Gilbert Kendric Alford, born 
November 9, 1901 in WashingtOn 
Parish, LA. He married Mattie Inez 
NEWSON May 26. 1924 in East 
Baton Rouge Parish. She was born 
May 20, 1903 in Pointe Coupee 
Parish. They are both living. 

ix.	 Lora Warner Alford.. born March I, 
1903 in WashingtOn Parish. LA, 
died December 26. 1987 in Colum­
bia. Richland County. South 
Carolina [see his obituary this 
issue]. He married Gmce GIPSON 
July 2A, 1925 in Jefferson County. 
Alabama. 

x.	 Lexie Drucilla Alford, born 
September 29. 1906 in WashingtOn 
Parish, LA, died April 5, 1989 in 
Tucker. De Kalb County, Georgia. 
She married (1) Milt.on TURNER 
November 16, 1926 and (2) Donald 
SCHAFFER August 4. 1945 who 
died June 13, 1991 (obitu.aries ate 
not available]. 

xi.	 Gussie Alford. born April 22. 1908 
in WashingtOn Parish. LA She 
married Duvoix Brown 
FORTINBERRY June 13. 1932 He 
was born November 30. 1908 in 
Pike County, Mississippi and died 
July 23. 1991 in New Orleans [see 
"Obituaries: Children ofJept.ha 
Atrord & TheirSpouses," p. 43. 
AAFA ACTION, December 1992 foe 
Duvoix)• ..,. 

--.-._--­
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(Presidt1l/'S Precept. oo!fl.fromp, 1) 

parents (my gnw)parents), our aunts and 
uncles. her brothels and sisters and 
cousins. We as a Tennessee Alford 
family need her help. You probably have 
someone on your side of the Alford 
family who needs to be urged ro fill in 
the gaps with their blowledge before it 
is lost. 

We should aU sit down and write about 
our parents, about our childhood and 
later activities in life. Many of us were in 
the service in World WaJ nand the 
Korean ConflicL Younger membels 
were in the Vietnam confIicL ManY went 
~ coilege. were active in high schoo) 
and college sportS. worked for compa­
nies for many years and raised families. 
Althougb most of oar families are not 
nearly as large as those ofour Alford 
a.ncesfOlS. it hasrequ.ired our Jove and 
responsibility 10 mise them, 

Information about ourselves can get 
cloudy for ourchildren because a lot of 
our life's activities bappe:ned. before they 
were born. Our grandchildren will know 
vezy Jitlle about our lives except about 
ourvisits. baby·siUing. and gifts. Now is 
the time CO .help our ebildren and 
grandchildren by filling In the details 
about our lives as Alfoots. Give them 
more than just the dates when you were 
born. when you were married. etc•• as 
recorded in the family Bible. Help Ihem 
lO have flrsthand knowledge about your 
life's activities to fill the gaps between 
the limbs in the Alford family tree. 

Benjamin F. Alford., Jr. 
President. AAFA • 


