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was thrilled to receive them and started to converse with
them right away. The next day I got a frantic call from
her. She was crying. One of the birds had gotten out and
ran into the window and died. She told me that the other
bird was mad at her and thought that she had killed his
friend because he was hiding his head under his wing!
She asked me to come and get the bird as she couldn’t
take care of it and she didn’t want him to be afraid of
her. I went and got the bird and spent the afternoon with
her. It would be one of the last times I would spend time
with her.

I was “too busy” with my three children and my
husband and job. We were planning to move to
Chicago. I called my grandmother a few times while
living in Chicago and one time drove through Lansing
but “didn’t have the time™ to stop to see her. “I’ll stop
the next time” I said to myself. There was not a next
time. She died in her apartment at the age of 86. She
was alone and reaching for the phone when her heart
gave out. I miss her very much and since then have tried
not to make the mistake of being “too busy” for
someone I love.

This is the only Alford I have to tell you about but I am
glad for the opportunity to share her with you! I
appreciate all of the help the Alford association has
given me, helping me fill in the blanks to my Alford
ancestry. As for me, I live in Portland, Oregon, and have
for six years. I have four children and four
grandchildren. I worked for AT&T in Lansing,
Michigan, for eight years and Navistar in Chicago for
three years. I owned a beauty salon business in Ft
Wayne, Indiana, for six years and since moving to
Oregon have been an office manager to a Chiropractic
clinic for five years. I also do research studies for
government projects. I have been interested in
genealogy since [ was 15.

Since the Internet I have added hundreds to my Family
Tree Maker and now have over 2000 verified ancestors.
I have met hundreds of cousins via the Internet and, as
with many of you, I am addicted and cannot seem to get
enough of genealogy. My uncles have pictures of our
Alfords and T hope to talk them into sharing some of
them someday. If I succeed I will share them with you!




