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The Paragon Ragtime Orchestra
 
Rick Beni~rnin. Director 

CullUral achievel11ents relll~n the spirit of ..ny SO(\I'ty, and the rt, ..hn of popul.. r 11111sir is 
(ert..inly no exn'ption. Here. we present to you a "sonir portrait" of iI very sdf·ronfid"lIt 
Americ... poised ro venlllre from trw horse·drawn. g~slit Victoriall "ge illlo the ellYtrifying 
promise of The Future, As qU<lintly n.. ive as it must seem to us in the 19'10s, our forb",lt· 
ers livillg in thel.. t.. l'Jth and eilrly l{lth Centuries h"d everyjllstific~tioll for their inned· 
ible optimism: <IS witnesses 10 truly l11imcnlotlS progress in science, techllology. and social 
reform. they n"llIrally 'lssUl11ed that no problem w"s insunnoullt;lble...nd lh'lt earh new 
year wouM Ill' beller and brighter th..n tht' previous, It is this unabashed gooddwer th," 
so dt'arly spt'ilks to us through the ilrrhitt'cturl', IItennure. ilrt. "lid I11l1sic of their l~r.. , Of 
wurse ill many W;IyS the remainder of the 10th (efilmy did 1I0t unfold 'luite ;{S wondl'r 
fully "5 th..y had illltidp.. rvd; in the disillusionlllellt of our 1110dl~rn 'lge. soml' evell slig 
g,~st th..t Western (ivililation h'ls elllered its dedint'. Ahhough this 'ItTitude is delMtilbk 
who whil~ listening fO rhi!i CISS~Hf..~ n~uld d!5f1grec.> rh;;lt OHr nlllStnd "barofll~H·r· ~t""t"'H5 '0 

h,lVe f.lllell predpitously sinre Ihe HI'll· 1919 period repre~ellll'd h~re? (ertainl)' the pro 
gression from .Ioh" Philip Sousa 10 Gangsta Rap is a profound olle. VI'I it i~ not Ollt pur' 
pose here 10 l'lI"ent to problems of late 10th (1'l1tnry life. Rillher, we wOllld likt· III ~ee if 
w,' can le,ltII allYthing about JUHlILNfSS from those who bnlwd the tlltn of Ihe LlSl (en 
IlIry wilh (for the 1I10S\ p'lrt) a smile 011 their tips and a swaggl't in their step. lhu... IVt' 
perform for yOIl f'IVl)rites of '\l11erifa's theatrt' and dan(e ordl,'srtas from thai 1101 ~o 

long ago era, It is omdesire that through this musk, JOu will be able 10 "'I"'riente Ih,' 
positiVt' .....Ul do" etlt'rg)' of that till1<'. and pahaps l'ven tr,1I1spl'lIlt .1 bll of il 10 1111' pre 
>ellt. If this is afwmplished"l'vell for just sixty minllles Wl' will be mOre Ih"n ampl\' 
rew.mll'd lor tilt' effort expended making {hi~ rtYonling. 

·-RIC/( BENJAMIN 

THE. PARAGON RAGTIME ORCHESTRA faille illto being as the reslllt of Ritk 
Ikujalilin's fotlunJte discovery of Ihe vast tOllellion of origin"l Illrtl·"ftlwcl"llllrv 
()rtl1<'~ITJI StOlt'S Ollre belonging 10 VilTrola rewrding sl.lr .Arthur Pryo ... In I'JSS, PRO, 
rrititJIlV';lfdaiml'd Ali(e IlIlly H'III dehlll marked Iht' first ,onct't( t'Wr presl'nted J[ 
lillfoln (,~nter by a professil)l1'11 ragtiml' group. Today. PRO is wi,kly tt'g;ltlletl as tlll'lead 
ing exponent of villl ..ge poplllar nlllsir. and rel11ai"s the world's most a,tive l'membk of 

• irs kind. fhe (.l rrllesrra's COtlCf?rt ellga~enlf"nts h3\'e broughl' it to rnany of A111erk;.!'~ pre 
lIlier 1011Cert halls, universities, and musk festiv;\ls, In addition, PRO h'ls Mfjuired a fOn 
siderabte following both here and abro~d through ;In exknsivl' srries of radio br,)i(li<'.,sts 
on the N,'w York Times' WQXR. N,njonal rublk Radio, the BIle, and the world·wide Voi(~ 

of A';leric;l networks. Ille WillI' Disnev Co. relics on the Orchesrr.. for thell1e I11llsk at its 
'Hlra(tions, ;lnd recently. PRO proudl.; sl'rwd as "Al11b~ss'ldor of Gnodwill" lor the Uuited 
StMes ," rhe World's hlir in Seville, Spain. 111(' PRO's previnus recordings ON THE 
BOARDWALK. THE WHISTLER AND HIS DO(i, and THAT DEMON RA(i! h'lVe bel'lI widl' 
Iy praised. and are (()/Isideretl instrnmenl',J! in n'kindlillg the fllrrellt il1tere~t in rhe rifh 
AnU'rir;\n thearre and dalK" or(hestra traditions. 

~ MEMBERS OF THE ORCHESTRA ~ 

Ist VIOLIN: Anton Miller 
2nd VIOLIN: Jephta Bernstein 
VIOLA: William P. Mul1er 
CELLO: Peter Prosser 
BASS: Bryan Guman 
HUn & PICCOLO: Leslie Cullen 
Ist CLARINET: Mark lieb 
2nd CLARINET: Rich'lrd Goldsmith 
CORNETS: JeffVenho, Rich Gradone 
TROMBONE: Jim Miller 
DRUMS & PERCUSSION: Tim McLafferty 

)1 The P,lragoll Ragtime Orchestra ~ 

P.O. Box 147, Lewisburg PA 178J7-0147 U.S.A.
 
Telt'phone (717)'i14-')SII, FAX(717) 'i14-<)'i19
 


