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THE ALVORD 

ll'e find ul)o11 ocrl. 1)1111lic records t l ~ n t  tllc : i l ~ o ~ f e  nalnc (cvcn 
tlic clcscc:1tl:u1:s of' A1cs:untlcr :untl Bcneclict), h ;~s  been variously 
written, cvcn f i l s  tlie sanle 1)crPon. 71-c find it trrittcn Bllunrcl, 
Bllucrd, L41v:u.tl, Alford, Alrortl, Blloril, Alred, .Alfort, Allford, 
'CC. 

I n  this \\fork, ~ v c  intcncl to give a bricf gcncnlogy of some of 
the ilcsccndnt~ts of Alcxandcr Alvord, who moved from Wind- 
sor, Conn., a l~out  tlie year 1661, and scttlcd in h'ortliampton, 
ilfnss.; 2nd \rc sl~nll lilrc\visc give n vcry bricf genealogy of 
sonic of tllc tlcsccncln~~ts of 13cnctlict, tr110 rcnlnincd :tt I\'intl- 
sor, Conn. 

Tllcre wc1.c othcrs of tliis n:unc, ~vllo c:vly scttlccl in Sc\v 
Englantl, bcei:lcs iilexnnclcr and Bcnctlict Alvorcl, wlloni, we 
suppow, miglit originally havc bcen of thc snlxlc family. 

There was a TITilliam Alford, who c:tme from London, about 
thc ycnr 1634, and scttled in Salcm, Mass., who tvas s member 
of Skinner's company. His  wife iMa1.y joined the church in 
163G, arid hacl Nathaniel, baptizcd 1 9  M:~rcli, 1657 ; Samuel, 1 7  
Feb. 1639; Bethia, 26 Junc,  1642; lic had also Elislia, Mary, 
an11 Eliz:tbctl~. Savnge says : " I Ic  had fi~vorcil the party of 
TVheclt\.right, nncl under the name of Mr. Alfoot on the record 
in 1637, was clisnr~necl by the Gcncr:~l Court, and thereupon re- 
m o \ ~ l  for n season to New Haven, arid there hscl, probably, 
two or more of his cllildrcn born before 1654. H e  came back 
to ; \ ins~ :~ch~~sc t t s ,  but settler1 in Boston, \jras a mercliant, and by 
:~notlicr wife, Ann, had John, born 29 Kov. 1658, who died 
:~gcd  two months. I Ie  died Jan.  l(i77. His  will was dated 13 
Xlwil, wit11 n cotlicil, 9 Ju ly ,  1676. 

TI-e find upon tlic cnrly records of tlic county of Essex, that 
tllcrc was a11 i lb ra l l :~~a  h l red .  
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"Gent men & honest freinds pray be pleased to paye vnto my 
frend Edward Joanes the severall sunls of Suger which you 
owe rile which each Gentlelnan's sume is heare vndcr neath 
mentioned & directed to you c!! every of you severally for ye 
each p ticular sum or sums, taking the said Joanes his receipt 
for any sume you for my acct: C !  in for soc docing you will 
oblige him 

To" to serve you to his power 
ABRAHAM ALVED. 

To Coll Timothy Cornhill y 45 74 
To ditto for one tunn of cask 3 60 

. To Thomas I-Isrt for 1 55 
To Elizt~beth Snlale , 1 74 for nccot of Thomas Tebb 

To Mr John Bawclen 15 74 hill 
To Mr John Cates (or Gates) 2 25 bill 
To John Seddon for 10  00 bill paid by U C O ~  

To ~TITilliam Br igg  for 2 Bnrrells of tar 6 00 bill 

84 37 
'A cooppy of this Acco' or order I have received of Mr  Abraln 

Alveds and am to be accoumptable to him or order; for what I 
shall receive of it. 

Witness my hand this 25 January 1666-7. 

W e  also find a Benjamin Alford upon the early record of the 
county of Essex at Salem. "Benjamin Alford. TIThereas there 
was an obligation und' ye hands of John Ruck, Bartholomew 
Gedny, John Price, John Higginson & II-Zillii~rd Vcren bearing 
date Nov. 26,1674 for threc hundred forty eight pounds star]. pay- 
ably to John ffoott or assigns, the saitll ffoott sending over power 
to me whoose name is under written for receiving of ye same I 
doe by these presents aclcnowledge to have received of ye abore 
named p sons ye full sum of three llundred forty eight pounds 
in marchantable fish in tyme rts was expressed in said bond & 
do acquit & discharge ye said persons above named from a1 or 
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any pt of said sum hawing rcccivecl full satisfitction, as witness 
my 1i:tnil tlatcd A u g  9, 1675. BESJ.\;\IIX A ~ v o n n .  

[See licg. Deeds, Vol. 4 : 98. 

John  ffoott of Briatol mercliant now in London late rcsiclent 
in Boston. N. E. constitutes Bcnjnmin hlford of Boston aforc- 
said Merchant his true nncl I a w f ~ ~ l l  Attorney. l f a y  10. 1675. 

13ccordccl Vol. 4 : 120. 
There arc two docunlcnts upon Court filcs ~vhcrc  Bcnj. Alforcl, 

Oct. 31,1G76, ns nn attorney of John Swccting 'of London, gnve 
Ilia rlcposition wit11 rcgnrd to tllc pnjincnt of a bill to J o h n  
Shepheard, mastcr of tllc Thonlas ant1 Alnry. 

Benjamin Alford was a mcrcl~ant of Uoston, xnd was a mem- 
ber of t l ~ c  artillcry colnpany in 1671. Savagc Pays that he wm 
probably son of ~Yilliam. H e  married Mary, danglitcr of James 
Richarrls, Esq., of Hartford, and had Mary, born 15 Scpt., bapt. 
1 4  Oct. 1683; John, bnpt. (at third or 0. S. church) 5 July,  
1683 ; Bcnjnmin, horn 5, bapt. 1 0  Oct. 1686; Juilith, bapt. 1 6  
Sept. 1688; Jnmcs, born 10, bapt. 2G JLIIY, 1G91; Sarah, born 
17, bnpt. 1 8  BIarch, 1694; and Tliomw, wliosc datc is not found. 
" I Ic  I:nd bccn a prisoncr in 13arbary and aftcr his return was 

a nian of importance in Boston. IIis will of Feb. 19, 1697, 
(probntc thirtecu years after,) provides for his children and 
~virlo\v. IIis widow, with liis brother-in-law Bcnj. Davis, he 
lnakcs ~x 'cors .  His  eldest son, Hon. Col. John, of Charlcstown, 
was a menlber of the Ancicnt and Ronorable Artillery Com- 
pany in 1714; was one of the Ring's Councillors, and was dis- 
tinguished as founder of the Alford Prof. of Xat. Theology, $c., 
a t  I-Iarvard, and for giving :L Iargc suin to the Society for Prop- 
agating the Gospel anlong the Inclians, &c., in Korth Amcrica. 
Hon. John Alford married lfargarct,  claugliter of Col. Thomas 
Savage, merchant of Boston, 1 2  Nov. 1713, and died in Charles- 
town, Sept. 1761, aged 76, lliglily rcspcctcd for liis moral worth, 
nncl left no children. 

There was a Henry Alvord, or Alford, very early in New 
England, accortling to Plymouth Colony llecords. 

April 20, 1679, J o h n  Alford of Salem, scaman, conveys his 
now dwelling-house in Salem to Edmond Batter of Salem, mer- 
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chant. I l c  ~1~a.s in Snlcln in 1668. Col. l<emai11 Alfiorcl of'Kelv 
Lonclon cliccl Aug. 12, 1709, agcd 63. 

~1istorian.s sccnl to agrcc t l ~ t  ,\lcx:~rider a1111 I~~tneclict, of 
Winclsor, Conn., wcrc brotl~cra, and that Alcsanclcr's sister, 
Joan  Alvortl, marriccl 2G, 1646, AnlLrosc Fowlcr. 

Afany of tlic nanlcs of' t l ~ c  original nlclubcrs of '  tlic First 
Church ~vlio lvcnt with tllcir l?a$tor, Itcv. Jvlin J\-;~rliam, as a 
body, froin Dorchcstcr, Nitis., to JJTinclsor, Conn., in 16335, are 
obliterated, and wc clo not ]<now t \~hc t l~cr  Alcsanclcr and 13ciic- 
dict arc of that number. 

W e  suppose, from w11:~t rccorcls \vc arc in possession of, that 
Alexander and Bcnedict A41~ord cn~igratcil fi-om the county of' 
Somerset, Englantl, and tlint 13cncclict :~f'tcr colniirg over and 
patriotically volunteering to assist in defending dic Connecticut 
colony from thc Pcquots, rcturncd to Engl:lnd after his espousccl, 
Joan Newton (Nurton). For, in 1637, "Br:~vc $ergcant 81- 
vorcl wtis onc of thc thirty wlio wc11t from 7Yinil>ur, Conn., to 
makc an offcnsivc W : L ~  :)gainst the Pcrluots," [Scc Bcncdict ;\I- 
vord,] nncl the 20th of li'cb. 1639, lle must liavc bccn in Brond- 
wrayc, county of Sonlcrsct, Engl i~nd;  t l ~ c  25th of August, 1640, 
he had returnee1 to &Iass:~cllusetts, ancl Nov. 26, 1640, he nras 
married in J\'indsor to Joan  Newton. 

"The third of Sel)tembcr 1640. Tlic I ~ C C O ~ C ~  of the Dectle 
shewed in Court bctwixt Richitril Stantlcrwielc & Nicholas 
hrurton." 

"ICnow all inen by these prnts, tliat I l<iclinrcl Stanclcrwick of 
Broadwaye, in the county of Som'sctt, in Old Englt~ntl, clothyer, 
fbr and in considcmcon of the sum of twclvc pounds of la\vfull 
lnoncy of England, paycl vnto rnc by Nicholas Nurton of Jl'ai- 
mouth, in New England hnuc grauntetl, bargiiincd, LC sould, and 
by these prnts do freely and absolutly gr :~unt ,  b:~rg:iinc, nncl sell 
vnto the said Nicholas Sur ton  all the c~ t tc l l ,  whether colvcs, 
steeres or cnlues whntsocii I have with M r  Hull  in Kew Englnntl. 

I n  witnes whcreof, I the said Richnrtl Standernrick 1 1 n ~ e  licrc- 
vnto set my hanil and senle the twciit!-ctll d :~y  of Fcbrunr~-  in 
tlie year 1639." L L  RICII.\I<I) 

ST~SDEI:WICI~." [Ilk Scal.] 
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"Sealed in t l ~ c  prnts of us. 

Johll I-Ix~rkine, 
Peter Finny, 
John Dwclly # signc, 
Bencclict # Alford, 
John Purchase." 

Benedict Alforcl C '  John  Purchase, two of these witness, 
hnue taken tllire o:~ths before me, Thomas Dudley, Godn' of 
i\/lassncllusctts that t l~cy  saw l<ichnrcl Standerwick aboue named, 
sealc R deliuer this bill to the usc of th  aboue named Nicholas 
Nurton, & eubscribccl tlieirc nnmcs or markes as witness thereof'. 
Their onthcs were talicn thc XXVth day of August 1640. 

Before mc, Thom. Duclley God. 


