1403 Kingsford Drive
Florissant, MD 63031

April 11, 1983 @@ ﬁi

Wr. James M. Edwards
1941 Twin Falls Road
Decatur, GA 30032

Dear Mr. Edwards:

We just received a letter fros Dr. Randall Alford in which he enclosed a copy of a letter you wrote to hia
dune 7, 1974, In that letter you alluded to a book you planned te pufiij?::f:)
Dur purpose in writing is to inquire about the book_ 1t’s price and availability.
Last year we began_tracing our Alford ancestry and becase so involved that today we saintain a  Alford
inforsation exch in our hose cosputer and we publish a quarterly newsletter, ABOUT ALFORBS. Although
we have a subscription charge for the newsletter, these are rather sisple and small scale operations. f¥e
< follow-up with every potential Alford "cousin® we hear about, and we correspond with anyone interested in
Alford, providing thea bits of information of interest ta them in return for whatever they may have for

us, We are doisg this on our retirement incoee to give you some appreciation of the scope of our
pperation. WHe are in touch with about 100 persons and have a “"circulation® of just about 50 readers.

In our last newsletter we devoted about 15 pages to "A Look at Lodowick®. We found one of the most
perplexing things about his situation to be the wills amt their dates etc. The very thing that you
nentioned in your June 1974 letter. Should your book be available we would {ike to have a copy and  have
your permission to quote from it and to use brief excerpts in our newsletter. We would alsc like to have
your permission to quote several paragraphs from your 1974 letter.

Assuaing you did get your book published, and that it does contain reasonable Alford coverage, we will
probably “revies® it in a future issue of the newsletter. We would like to know what to tell the readers
about ordering a copy, should they be interested.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter, and we hope to hear from you in the near future.
Enclosed is a stamped, self-addressed envelope for your convenience in responding.

Sincerely,

Gilbert K. Alford, dr.
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yet to find any terrible errors. Kinfolks has most of the Warren Alford
line in it, -

I will be out of the city from the 28th utll Hay 2, and 1f you will adviﬂe
©  me the cost of your publication, 1'11 remit a check to cover two year : 5
igsues, o .

Any time I may be of help, let me hear from you.

Sincerely,
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Back to page one, I noted that Lodowick who died in 1820 I had
listed as Lodowick's son, but he was Lodowick Sr.'s*nepbew.
Lodwick Jr. came to Georgia, married in Clarke or Green County,
and his son Julius Alford removed to Troupe County, and then

to Montgomery, Alabama, where he had a factory during the Civil
War, and died in Montgomery.

I will do my best to send you a chart if you think you descend
from this line of Alford's. T feel that you descend from some
of Cullen's line, who removed to Hancock County, then on to
Alabama, and Texas.

I was somewhat startled when I hurriedly read Mercers in your
letter. One of my cousins married a Mercier, and 1 have a copy
of the lineage on the Mercier family, as well as the 0'Kelley's.

Boddie's book should be used only as a check of source. Many
errors are in the books, all of them, ten or twelve volumes.
Too, you must remember that people are too anxious to get their
lines into print, and often put material into print that takes
years to undo. I have been reading where the Gaines family

has had problems with Roberts, Richards, and Thomas, and one
genealogist said it would take a 100 years to undo some of the
damage done previously by persons wanting to put into the record
a fact that was not a fact, just to get it printed.

I have a lot of data on Julius, as I copied it when I first began
researching thinking it would be one of my grandfather's famislies,
and I would need it in proving back generations. Then the family
cousins corporated, and I soon learned my data was needed mere from
Virginia, than elsewhere. I have been as far north as Delaware,
and as far south and west as Montgomery, in my search and recording
sessions. ’

Now about memberships. The Pilgrim membership has been raised to
$10 with yearly dues at $5. The Order of St. John is $130, but
such is not required until you begin the climb from serving
brother to Companion. From the Companion grade to the time you
are elevated to Knighthood the fee is $130, and no dues, until
you are knighted. Yearly dues are $30. The Pilgrims meet normally
twice a year in the Branches, March and September. The St. John
group meets once a year in each Priory. The higher you go the
more invitations to formal business and functions you receive.
Just this month an investiture is to take place in Houston on the
. 24th, and in Toronto on the 28th. So«<it means.two invitations I
have turned down due to being in Baltimore during that time on
SAR congress work,

As I get in some orders, and you want to be a member let me know.
Magna Charta Barons is $100, and from this you can go to the
Plantaganet Society, Order of the Crown, Order of Washington,
Americans of Royal Descent, etc., and the fees range from $65.00

to $100 each, and the fee is a lifetime fee. -






