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Mr. L o d w i c k  H .  A l f o r d  
P.O. Box 7 4 2  
S e a  I s l a n d ,  G A  3 1 5 6 1  

D e a r  Mr. A l f o r d :  

Y o u r  q u e r y  i n  t h e  M a r c h  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Wake C o u n t y  G e n e a l o g i c a l  
S o c i e t y  B u l l e t i n  a t t r a c t e d  my a t t e n t i o n .  

I am d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  b o t h  L o d o w i c k  a n d  J u l i u s  A l f o r d  t h r o u g h  J u l i u s  
A l f o r d l s  s o n  I s s a c  who m a r r i e d  M a r y  A l f o r d ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  L o d o w i c k  
A l f o r d .  T h e i r  d a u g h t e r  E l i z a b e t h  A l f o r d  m a r r i e d  my g r e a t  g r e a t  
g r a n d f a t h e r  W i l l i e  C l i f t o n .  

' I  am s o r r y  t h a t  I c a n n o t  g i v e  y o u  a n y  a n s w e r s  t o  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  
a b o u t  t h e  A l f o r d s .  T h e  N o r r i s  f a m i l y  i s  a n  o l d  J o h n s t o n  C o u n t y  
o n e .  My g r e a t  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r  S a m u e l  M i t c h n e r  s e t t l e d  i n  t h a t  
c o u n t y  a n d  m a r r i e d  a F r a n c e s  N o r r i s  i n  1 7 9 9 ,  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t  l i v e  
l o n g  a n d  h e  m a r r i e d  my a n c e s t r e s s  P a t s y  L o c k h a r t  i n  1 8 0 2 .  

I s u p p o s e  y o u  h a v e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  A l f o r d s  w h i c h  i s  i n  t h e  
Wake C o u n t y  H e r i t a g e  B o o k .  J u l i u s  M .  A l f o r d  who s e n t  i n  o n e  a r t i c l e  
may h a v e  b e e n  y o u r  s o n ,  s i n c e  h e  d e n o t e s  h i s  f a t h e r  a s  L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d .  

T h e  t h i n g  t h a t  i n t r i g u e d  me was y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  L o d o w i c k  
A l f o r d  S r .  o f  N e w  K e n t  C o u n t y  was n o t  t h e  L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d  who 
d i e d  i n  F r a n k l i n . C o u n t y ,  NC a b o u t  1 8 0 1 .  I h a d  a l w a y s  a s s u m e d  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  o n e  a n d  t h e  same m a n .  I h a v e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  S t .  
P e t e r s  P a r i s h ,  N e w  K e n t  C o .  Va. V e s t r y  B o o k  a n d  h a v e  a s s u m e d  

- t h a t  J u l i u s  a n d  L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d  w e r e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s o n s  o f  o n e  
James A l f o r d .  

T h e r e  a r e  s o  many  l a n d  g r a n t s  t o  L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d  t h a t ,  a s  I 
l o o k  a t  my own r e c o r d s ,  I c a n  e a s i l y  see t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d s .  I h a v e  j u s t  a s s u m e d  t h a t  
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L o d o w i c k  o f  Wake C o u n t y  w a s  a s o n  o f  L o d o w i c k  o f  F r a n k l i n  
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C o u n t y  a n d  h a v e  n e v e r  m a d e  a n y  e f f o r t  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  LODOWICK ALFORDS. 

One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  d o  v e r y  much y e a r s  a g o  when 
I was y o u n g e r  was t h a t  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  d e t e r m i n e  j u s t  whom 
my ELIZABETH ALFORD, w i f e  o f  WILLIE ( W i l e y )  CLIFTON was. After  $ 
t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  o f f  a n d  o n  r e s e a r c h  I f i n a l l y  p i n n e d  down 
t h e  p r o o f  o f  h e r  a n c e s t r y  t h r o u g h  a n  e s t a t e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  h e r  
u n c l e  B a i l e y  A l f o r d  a n d  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  t h a t  s l a v e  w h i c h  
L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d  of F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y  l e f t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  Mary  
A l f o r d ,  E l i z a b e t h  A l f o r d  C l i f t o n ' s  m o t h e r .  

L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d  came t o  t h i s  a r e a  f r o m  V i r g i n i a  s o o n  a f t e r  
h e  d i s a p p e a r s  from t h e  N e w  K e n t  r e c o r d s .  H a l i f a x  a n d  Edgecornbe  
C o u n t i e s  w e r e  p a r e n t  c o u n t i e s  o f  G r a n v i l l e  b e f o r e  1 7 4 6  a n d  
L o d o w i c k  i s  m e n t i o n e d .  T h e n  h e  i s  i n  G r a n v i l l e  t h e  p a r e n t  o f  
B u t e  u n t i l  1 7 6 4  a n d  F r a n k l i n  a f t e r  1 7 7 9 .  
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I h a d  a s s u m e d  t h a t  L o d w i c k  A l f o r d  o f  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y ,  b e i n g  s o  -- 
o l d  b y  t h e  1 7 9 0 s ,  b e c a m e  s e n i l e  a n d  n e e d e d  a  g u a r d i a n .  T h i s  w a s  
t h e  c a s e  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n  e a r l i e r  d a y s ,  t h m e  b e i n g  n o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  p e o p l e  who n e e d e d  c a r e . '  I c a n  r e c a l l  a r e l a t i v e  
whom t h e  c e n s u s  t a k e r  c a l l e d  a n  i d i o t  i n  1 8 5 0 , 6 0 , 7 0 , 8 0 ,  1 9 0 0  a n d  
1 9 1 0 .  He was my g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  c o u s i n ,  c o u l d  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e ,  
b u t  w a s  a l i t t l e  l ' s l o w n ,  a n d  n e e d e d  s o m e  g u i d a n c e .  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  h a v i n g  c h e c k e d  t h e  R e v .  War P a y  V o u c h e r s  a t  
t h e  A r c h i v e s  f o r  R e v .  War s e r v i c e  o f  a n y  A l p r d s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  
n o t  l i s t e d  i n  R o s t e r  o f n S o l d i e r s  From NC i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n "  w h i c h  
I h a v e  h e r e  a t  home.  

A man named  J u d g e  T h o m a s  M .  P i t t m a n  t o o k  many o f  t h e  B u t e  C o u n t y  
l o o s e  p a p e r s  home w i t h  h i m  a n d  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e i r  way  b a c k  t o  t h e  
A r c h i v e s .  I h a v e  c h e c k e d  t h e m  m a n y  t imes  f o r  o t h e r  n a m e s ,  b u t  I 
h a v e  i n  my n o t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  I l l 7 7 8  - G o o d r i d g e ,  J o h n ,  I s u m  a n d  
I s a a c  A l f o r d  t o o k  t h e  o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s n .  
T h i s  may m e a n  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  w a s  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  c r o w n ,  b u t  
w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  m a k e  a d e c i s i o n .  I h a v e  s e e n  t h i s  i n  t h e  c o u r t  
r e c o r d s  b e f o r e .  

Do y o u  h a v e  s o m e  k i n d  o f  d o c u m e n t a r y  p r o o f  t h a t  L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d  
o f  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y  was t h e  s o n  o f  L o d o w i c k  A l f o r d  o f  N e w  K e n t ?  
I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i f  y o u  h a v e  i t  o r  t h e  l i n e  o f  
t h o u g h t  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .  I am e n c l o s i n g  a)Ji s t a m p e d  a n  
s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e l o p e  a n d  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  l e t t i n g  me know w d  

how y o u  c a m e  t o  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .  

Some o f  t h e  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  A l f o r d  f a m i l y  w e r e  v e r y  p o o r  when I 
was a c h i l d  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  F r a n k l i n  c o u n t y  a n d  w e r e  s h a r e  c r o p p e r s .  
T h e s e  were t h e  o n e s  who h a d  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  C r o o k e d  C r e e k  a r e a .  B u t  
t h e y  h a d  p r o b a b l y  f a l l e n  u p o n  l e a n  t imes .  D e s c e n d a n t s  a r e  now s o m e  
o f  t h e  n i c e s t  a n d  b e s t  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  now. I t  was when I 
b e c a m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  1 9 4 0 s  t h a t  I 
l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  A l f o r d s  w e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  ' ' F i r s t  F a m i l i e s 1 '  among  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s .  T h i s  may a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e i r  e v i d e n t  L o y a l i s t  
t e n d e n c i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time I am b u s y  w i t h  t h e  w r i t i n g  a n d  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  
a M i t c h i n e r  g e n e a l o g y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  I c a n  l o o k  u p  
s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  f o r  y o u ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  o n  me. I w o u l d  b e  
h a p p y  t o  t a k e  small b i t s  o f  t i m e  t o  d o  s o  when  I am i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

/ ~ + Q - ~ ~  
Will iam A .  M i t c h i n e r  



AAFA Notes by Gil Alford: I believe that Wick Alford may have a different view on this matter 
of Lodwick's death in Franklin Co., NC, as I write this in 2007. Wick based his ideas at that 
time (1 986) on the fact that a DAR publication had shown old Lodwick Alford died 1789 in 
Washington Co., GA. I suspect DAR got that from some inadequately documented input from a 
member. There is a similar situation regarding the reported wife Rebecca Ferrell which is in 
some DAR lineages. AAFA has never been able to find any shred of evidence of such a death or 
marriage. 

We do have records indicating a Federal Judge in Georgia sent U.S. Marshals out in search of 
Lodwick Alford and his son Julius. (They were apparently way in arrears on a loan.) The 
marshals were unable to find Lodwick but they did find Julius. 

We do have proof that the Julius Alford and Lodwick Alford who moved from New Kent Co., 
VA to NC were brothers, and sons of James Alford. 

Wick and I still differ on the relationship between the Lodwick Alford of Franklin Co. and the 
Lodwick Alford of Wake Co. Without any documentation I believe they were father and son. 
After decades of research Wick believes otherwise. 

The Julius M. Alford who sent the article to the Wake County Heritage Book was our own Julius 
M. "Pooley" Alford. He and Wick joined me in founding the Alford association in 1987. 
"Pooley" was the first AAFA treasurer and regrettably he died in 1995. 
- Gil Alford, October 2007. 


